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1
INTEGRATED FUZZY JOINS IN DATABASE
MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

BACKGROUND

One of the challenges in data management is that the same
entity can be represented in a database management system
(DBMS) by multiple instances. For example, a customer
entity “Bob Smith” may be represented in the database by
more than one different instances, including “Bob Smith,”
“Smith, Bob F.,” “Robert Symthe,” etc. Such instances are
also known as fuzzy duplicates. Duplication of entities can be
caused by a number of reasons, such as disparate entity origi-
nations, typographical errors, etc. Existing solutions foriden-
tifying and processing such fuzzy duplicates, such as approxi-
mate string matching, de-duplication, etc., are generally
specialized, stand-alone applications. For example, some
solutions for managing fuzzy duplicates require extracting
the data out of the database and doing the entity matching in
the application layer by applying the appropriate string
matching logic. Subsequently, the matched data is pushed
back into the database for further processing. Generally, such
solutions are separate from the underlying DBMS where the
data is stored. As a result, such solutions do not leverage the
query engine capabilities of database for composing queries.
The additional steps employed in extracting the data from the
database and pushing back of the data in the database also can
also result in loss of performance efficiency and in lower
application scalability.

SUMMARY

Implementations described and claimed herein address the
foregoing problems by providing a system for providing a
fuzzy joins system that is integrated in a database system,
where the fuzzy joins system generates fuzzy joins between
records from two datasets. The fuzzy joins system includes a
tokenizer configured to generate tokens for data records and a
transformer configured to find transforms for the tokens. The
fuzzy joins system invokes a signature generator and a simi-
larity calculator running within a runtime layer of the data-
base system. The signature generator generates a number of
integer signatures for a data records based on the tokens and
their transforms. Subsequently, the records from the two
datasets are joined by executing an equi-join operation on the
records with equal signatures. The similarity calculator com-
putes a similarity measure using the tokens of the joined
records. Ifthe similarity measure for any two records is above
athreshold, the system generates a fuzzy join between the two
records.

In some implementations, articles of manufacture are pro-
vided as computer program products. One implementation of
a computer program product provides a tangible computer
program storage medium readable by a computing system
and encoding a processor-executable program. Other imple-
mentations are also described and recited herein.

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
ject matter, nor is it intended to be used to limit the scope of
the claimed subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates example data sources and flows for an
integrated fuzzy joins system.
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2

FIG. 2 illustrates alternate example data sources and flows
for an integrated fuzzy joins system in a database manage-
ment system.

FIG. 3 illustrates example data sources and flows for com-
puting similarity between two records.

FIG. 4 illustrates example operations for providing inte-
grated fuzzy joins in a database management system.

FIG. 5 illustrates example data sources and flows for a
database system using fuzzy joins modules.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example system that may be useful in
implementing the described technology.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An example fuzzy joins system disclosed herein allows
integrated fuzzy matching capabilities within the database
management systems (DBMS) (referred to herein as the
“database systems”). The fuzzy joins system uses the
resources of the database systems, such as the run-time data-
base layer, user-defined functions, the relational operators,
the shared buffer pools, and the native indexing support of the
database systems, to match fuzzy duplicates within database
records. The fuzzy joins system takes two datasets to generate
fuzzy joins between the records of the datasets. For example,
one of the datasets includes a set of reference records and the
second of the datasets is a query record. The fuzzy joins
system is used to determine if a fuzzy join can be created
between the query record and any of the records in the refer-
ence dataset.

In one implementation, the fuzzy joins system includes a
tokenizer that executes a query to tokenize the records of each
ofthe two datasets into a number of tokens and a transformer
that generates a query to transform the tokens. After genera-
tion of the transforms, a signature generator of the fuzzy joins
system executes a query to generate signatures for the records
of the two datasets. In one implementation, the signature
generator generates the signatures such that if two records
have a similarity above a threshold then they will have at least
one signature in common. In other words, the signatures are
generated using a scheme such that records having identical
signatures are likely candidates for fuzzy joins. The signature
generation is configured to execute the query to generate the
signatures within a runtime layer of the database system.
Executing the query within the runtime layer causes the states
of the various records to be updated as appropriate through
the native functionality of the database system. For example,
if a record within the reference dataset is updated, running the
query within the runtime layer causes the tokenizer and the
transformers update the tokens and the transforms for the
updated record before generating the signatures.

Subsequently, an equal-join query performs a join on the
records having identical signatures. For example, if a given
query record has the same signature as a particular record in
the reference dataset, the equal-join query creates a join
between the record identification of the query record and the
record identification of that particular record from the refer-
ence dataset. Subsequently, a similarity calculator executes a
query to compute a similarity measure using the tokens infor-
mation of the joined records. For example, such a similarity
measure provides likelihood of the similarity between the
query record and the particular record from the reference
dataset. For example, a similarity measure of 1.0 signifies that
the two records have one hundred percent likelihood of being
the same. The similarity calculator is also configured to
execute the query to compute the similarity measure within a
runtime layer of the database system.
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The fuzzy joins system supports integrated computational
runtime or virtual machine of the database system. For
example, in one implementation, the fuzzy joins system is
implemented inside the Microsoft™ SQL Server DBMS,
which integrates the Common Language Runtime (CLR) and
allows a limited set of SQL query language extensions in
order to invoke various user-defined functions, such as a
signature generator function, a similarity calculator function,
etc.

FIG. 1 illustrates example data sources and flows for a
fuzzy joins system 100. The fuzzy joins system 100 includes
a dataset 102 and a dataset 104. Each of the datasets 102 and
104 includes a number of records. For example, the dataset
102 includes records 112-118 obtained from a census data-
source, each of the records 112-118 related to a resident of a
community. The dataset 104 includes records 122-128
obtained from a listing data source such as the White Pages™,
each of the records 112-118 also related to a resident of the
community. Quite often, it is likely that a resident of the
community is listed in a different manner in the two datasets
102 and 104. For example, a resident Abraham Lincoln is
represented in the dataset 102 as “Abraham Lincoln” 112 and
as “Abe Lincoln” 122 in the dataset 104. It is quite likely that
the records 112 and 122 represent the same resident of the
community. Similarly, a resident William Gates is repre-
sented as “Bill Gates” 114 in the dataset 102 and as “William
Gates” 124 in the dataset 104.

If the datasets 102 and 104 were to be merged to create a
master data set of all the residents in the community by a rule
that considers two records to be same only if they exactly
match each other, the master data set will end up with two
records for the resident Abraham Lincoln and the resident
William Gates. The fuzzy joins system 100 generates fuzzy
joins between the records that are likely to represent the same
resident but which are represented somewhat differently in
the two datasets 102 and 104. Specifically, the fuzzy joins
system 100 uses a query module 110 that submits several
queries to generate such fuzzy joins. Several of the queries
within the query module 110 are configured to execute within
aruntime layer of the database system containing the datasets
102 and 104. Executing such queries within the runtime layer
of the database system allows the fuzzy joins system 100 to
leverage various relational operators, cost-based optimizers,
shared buffer pools, etc. provided by the database system
Furthermore, by executing the queries within the runtime
layer, the fuzzy joins system 100 is also able to use native
indexing capabilities of database systems.

A tokenizer query 132 tokenizes the records into its com-
ponent parts. For example, the tokenizer query 132 tokenizes
the record 112 into its component parts “Abraham” and “Lin-
coln,” the record 122 into its component parts “Abe” and
“Lincoln,” etc. Subsequently, a transformation query 134
finds transforms for each of the tokens generated by the
tokenizer query. Thus, the transformation query 134 finds
“Abe” as a transform for “Abraham,” “Bill” as a transform for
“William,” etc.

A signature generation query 136 generates signatures for
the transforms identified by the transformation query 134.
Specifically, the signature generation query 136 is a table-
valued function (TVF) that takes a given record as an input
and returns a small set of integer signatures for the record.
Note that while in the present implementation the signature
are disclosed as integers, an alternate implementation may
employ a signature generation method that generates non-
integer signatures. In one implementation, the signature gen-
eration query 136 generates integer signatures using one of
the n-gram sampling signature generation method, the
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inverted index signature generation method, the prefix filter-
ing signature generation method, etc. Each of the integer
signatures is generated to have a property that if two records
are sufficiently similar according to a particular class of simi-
larity functions, then they are likely to have at least one
signature in common. For example, after applying the appro-
priate signature generation method, the signature generation
query 136 calculates three distinct signature values for the
“Abraham Lincoln” record 112 as “12345,” “23456,” and
“34567. At the same time, the application of the signature
generation method to the record 122 “Abe Lincoln” generates
three distinct signatures “12345.” “23456,” and “44444”
Note that two of the signatures for the “Abraham Lincoln”
record 112 match two of'the signatures for the “Abe Lincoln”
record 122.

In one implementation, the signature generation query 136
is also configured to build a fuzzy index for each of the
datasets 102, 104 with a schema of (signature, record identi-
fication), wherein the record identification is the identifica-
tion of the records in the datasets 102, 104. Thus, if the record
identification for the “Abraham Lincoln” record 112 is “001”
in the dataset 102 and the record identification for the “Abe
Lincoln” record 122 is “001” in the dataset 104, the signature
generation query 136 generates index tables as follows:

TABLE I
Record ID Signature
001 12345
001 23456
001 34567
TABLE II
Record ID Signature
001 12345
001 23456
001 44444

An equi-join query 138 joins the records from the dataset
102 and the dataset 104 based on the signatures generated by
the signature generation query 136. In the example imple-
mentation of FIG. 1, given the signatures for the record 112
and the record 122, the equi-join query generates a record join
that is illustrated below:

Record ID (dataset 102) Record ID (dataset 104)

001 001

A similarity computation query 140 computes a measure of
similarity between the records in the dataset 102 and the
records in the dataset 104 joined by the equi-join query.
Specifically, the similarity computation query 140 computes
similarity between the records joined by the equi-join query
138 by comparing the tokens of the joined records and the
transforms of the joined records. For example, given that the
record 112 is joined to the record 122, the tokens “Abe,”
“Abraham,” and “Lincoln” of the record 112 are compared
with the tokens “Abe,” “Abraham,” and “Lincoln” of the
record 122. In one implementation, the similarity computa-
tion query 140 generates a measure of similarity between the
range of 0 and 1 with the value of 1 signifying that the
likelihood ofthe pair of records being the same is one hundred
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percent. Given that the transforms of the records 112 and 122
match, it is likely that in the illustrated example, the value of
the similarity measure between these two records will be 1.

The query module 110 identifies all pairs of records 150
having a similarity measure above a threshold and creates a
fuzzy join between the records in such pairs. As a result a
fuzzy join is created between the record 112 and the record
122. Similarly, fuzzy joins are also created between the
records 114 and 126 and between the records 118 and 128.
Creation of such fuzzy joins allows relating records between
two datasets. For example, if the datasets 102 represents a
query dataset and the dataset 104 represents a reference
dataset, identifying the fuzzy joins allows generating more
complete and robust results for the query operation.

In one implementation of the fuzzy joins system 100, the
signature generation query 136 is configured to execute
within a runtime layer of the database system. Similarly, the
similarity computation query 140 is also configured to
execute within the runtime layer of a database system. In one
implementation, the signature generation query 136 invokes
an object manager, wherein the tokens for each record and the
associated transforms are stored in an object, and the object
manager maintains persistence of the object between two or
more query operations in the database system (e.g., the sig-
nature generation query 136 and the similarity computation
query 140). In one implementation, the object manager is
invoked by submission of a user-defined function and is
responsible for maintaining persistence of objects between
server restarts, and the object manager releases unused
objects from memory of the database based upon various
policies. Such policies include, for example, a timeout policy,
a policy based on the strength of the reference to the objects,
etc. In one implementation, the signature generation query
136 is also configured to send a request to the object manager
for an object, in which case the object manager returns an
integer handle to the object to the signature generation query
136.

FIG. 2 illustrates alternate example data sources and flows
for an integrated fuzzy joins system 200 in a database system.
The fuzzy joins system 200 creates fuzzy joins between a
query record 202 and one of the records from the reference
records 204. Specifically, the reference records 204 include a
first record 206 and a second record 208. Each of the query
record 202 and the reference records 204 has a record iden-
tification field, a customer field, and an address field. The
query record 202 has arecord identification of 1, the customer
name “William Gates,” and the address “One Microsoft Way.”
A quick review of the reference records 204 indicates that the
second record 208, with the record identification of 2, most
likely represents the same entity as the query record 202.
However, if a query to find whether any of the reference
records 204 is equivalent to the query record 202 is executed
by comparing the customer field and the address field of the
query record 202 with the reference records 204, such a query
will return no matches. This is due to the variances in the
values of customer field and the address field between the
query record 202 and the second reference records 208.

Such variances in the values of the fields representing
people, addresses, etc., are quite common. For example, such
variances are generated due to differences in the rules for
entering data between different datasets, typographical
errors. For example, if a database is generated by scanning
data from a printed source and performing a character recog-
nition operation on such scanned information, due to the error
rates in the character recognition, it is likely that the values of
fields are different than the actual values. Such error can
explain the value of the address field in the query record 202
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being “One Microsft Way,” compared to its actual value of
“One Microsoft Way.” The fuzzy joins system 200 allows
creating fuzzy joins between such records by taking such
variances into account.

A tokenizer 214 tokenizes each of the query record 202 and
the reference records 204. For example, the tokenizer opera-
tion 214 creates tokenized lists 216 for each record. Each of
the tokenized lists 216 includes all fields of the applicable
records, other than the record identification field, with each
field divided into its component parts. Thus, the query record
202 is tokenized to generate a tokenized list that includes
“William,” “Gates,” “Microsft,” and “Way.” Similarly, the
second reference record 204 is tokenized to generate a token-
ized list that includes “Bill,” “Gates,” “Microsoft,” and
“Way.”

Subsequently, a transformer 218 finds transforms 220 for
various components of the tokenized lists 216. In one imple-
mentation, the transformer 218 finds such transforms using a
set of transformation rules. For example, one such transfor-
mation rule provides a transform for the popular abbrevia-
tions for first names as used in a specific society, such as
“Bill” for “William.” Another transformation rule provides a
transform for each component that is found to have a typo-
graphical error as its corrected value. Based on this rule, the
component of “Microsft” is provided the transform value of
“Microsoft.” Similarly, another transformation rule provides
a transform for each numeric value as its enumerated string,
giving a transform of “one” to “1”.

A signature generator 222 can be executed in the form of a
user-defined function and generates signatures tables 224 for
each of the query record 202 and the reference records 204.
Specifically, the signature generator 222 generates a number
of integer signatures associated with each of the record iden-
tifications. In one implementation, the signature generator
222 generates the integer signatures by using an n-gram sig-
nature scheme, which takes a window of characters for each
token from a tokenized list and converts the characters into an
integer numeric value. Thus, for example, if a window oftwo
characters is used, a signature is generated for the character
string of “Wi.” “il.”, “I1,”, etc., for the token “William.” While
the signatures tables 224 illustrate that each of the record
identifications is associated with only three signatures, a large
number of signatures can be associated with each of the
record identifications.

The n-gram signature scheme used by the signature gen-
erator 222 provides that if two records have a similarity above
a threshold, then they will have at least one signature in
common. However, alternate implementations of the signa-
ture generator 222 are configured to use alternate signature
schemes such as an inverted index signature scheme, a prefix
filtering signature scheme, etc.

Subsequently, an equi-join module 226 (e.g., a joiner) gen-
erates joins between the query record 202 and the applicable
records from the reference records 204 using the signatures
from the signature tables 224. Thus, if a particular reference
record has at least one signature in common with the query
record 202, that particular reference record is joined with the
query record 202. For the example illustrated in FIG. 2, the
query record 202 is joined with the second reference record
208. Thus, the equi-join module 226 generates an equi-joined
table 230 joining the record identification of the query record
202 with the record identifications for the second reference
record 208.

A similarity calculator 232 can be executed in a form of a
user-defined function and uses the record identifications from
the qui joined table 230 together with the tokenized query
record 240 and the tokenized second reference record 242 to
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generate a similarity measure between the query record 202
and the second reference record 208. For example, given that
the query record 202 is identified to have at least one signature
in common with the second reference record 208, the com-
putation similarity calculator 232 uses all tokens of the query
record 202 and the second reference record 208 to compute
the similarity measure between the query record 202 and the
second reference record 208. The similarity measure is a
value between 0 and 1, with a value of 0 signifying that the
two records are not likely to be similar at all and a value of 1
signifying that the two records are almost certain to represent
the same entity. For example, the query record 202 and the
second reference record 208 are identified to have a similarity
measure of 0.9525, signifying a vey high likelihood of this
pair of records representing the same entity. Subsequently,
the fuzzy joins system 200 generates fuzzy joins 234 between
the pair of records having a similarity measure being above a
threshold.

In one implementation of the fuzzy joins system 200, vari-
ous modules are configured to execute within a runtime layer
of a database system. For example, the signature generator
222 is implemented as a table valued function (TVF) to
execute within a runtime layer of a database system. If the
database system is a Microsoft™ SQL based system, such a
TVF for the signature generator 222 integrates with the com-
mon language runtime (CLR) of the SQL based system, thus
allowing the fuzzy joins system 200 to use a set of SQL query
language extensions. In such an implementation, the fuzzy
joins system 200 invokes an object manager by executing the
signature generator 222. For example, the object manager is
used to maintain persistence of an object between various
query operations in the database system. Similarly, in an
alternate implementation, the similarity calculator 232 is also
configured to execute within a runtime layer of a database
system.

FIG. 3 illustrates example data sources and flows for a
similarity calculator 300 for computing similarity between
two records. The similarity calculator 300 is illustrated to
compute a similarity measure between a first record 302 “Bill
Gates” and a second record 304 “William Gates.” The simi-
larity calculator 300 applies a set of transformation rules 310
to the first and the second records 302, 304. For example, the
first record 302 “Bill Gates” is transformed to a list of strings
where each component of the record 302 is complemented by
its transform. Thus, “Bill” is transformed to “William,” “B,”
etc. Transformed records 306 and 308 list such transforms of
the records 302 and 304.

Subsequently similarly between the each instance from the
list of transformed records 306 and 308 are computed. For
example, a similarity measure of 1.0 is computed between
“William Gates” and “William Gates,” whereas a similarity
measure of 0.8 is computed between “Bill Gates” and “W
Gates.” The resulting list of similarities is used to generate a
programmable similarity 320. For example, the program-
mable similarity is calculated as a highest of the list of simi-
larities. Alternately, the programmable similarity is calcu-
lated as an average of the list of similarities. In one
implementation, the programmable similarity 320 is further
revised by an output of a basic similarity calculator 312,
which is used to assign a basic similarity between “Bill
Gates” and “William Gates.” In one implementation, the
similarity calculator 300 is executed within a runtime layer of
a database system.

FIG. 4 illustrates alternate example operations 400 for
providing integrated fuzzy joins in a database management
system. A receiving operation 402 receives two datasets. For
example, such two datasets include a first dataset based on a
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census data source and a second dataset based on telephone
listing. A tokenizer operation 404 tokenizes the records from
each of the datasets. In one implementation, the tokenizer
operation generates a string of token for each record, wherein
the string of tokens includes component parts from the vari-
ous fields of such records. For example, if one of the records
from a first data set includes a name of “Steve Jobs” and an
address of “1 Milky Road,” the tokenizer operation generates
a string of tokens “Steve, Jobs, 1, Milky, Road.”

Subsequently, a transformation operation 406 applies
transforms to each component of the string of tokens. The
transforms provide alternate representations for the compo-
nents of the string of tokens. For example for the string of
tokens “Steve, Jobs, 1, Milky, Road,” a list of transforms is
provided as “Steve—Stephen, Steve=S, 1—One,
Road—Rd,” etc. A signature building operation 408 gener-
ates signatures for the records using these transforms. In one
implementation, the signature building operation 408
executes within a runtime layer of a database, such as the
common language runtime (CLR) of an SQL database. The
signature building operation 408 builds signatures using a
signature scheme such that if two records have a similarity
above a threshold then they have at least one signature in
common. In one implementation, the signature building
operation 408 also invokes an object manager that maintains
persistence of various objects between various query opera-
tions in the database system. A signature table building opera-
tion 410 builds signature tables associating the record iden-
tifications with the signature values. For example, such a
signature table building operation 410 is a table valued func-
tion (TVF) that takes a record including its transforms as an
input and generates a table with a set of integer signatures
associated with the record identification.

The object manager can also be used for other types of
user-defined computations that employ persistence of states
for various objects. In one implementation, the object man-
ager allows implementing arbitrary theta joins that use any of
the various comparison predicates (such as “less than,”
“greater than,” “equal to,” etc.). Performing such theta joins
use state persistence of the objects by efficiently sharing a
large amount of state information for determining whether
two records to be joined satisfy the applicable theta join
predicate. Using the object manager can also speed-up the
repeated equi-join of a variable relation to a fixed relation by
caching a hash table of the fixed relation. As a result, when a
database using such object manager performs an equi-join
query by using a hash join method, the database does not have
to rebuild the hash table over the fixed relation each time the
equi-join query is executed.

Subsequently, an equi-join operation 412 takes two signa-
ture tables, each related to the records from a different dataset,
and performs an equijoin operation between the signature
tables. For example, the equi-join operation 412 joins the
records identifications from the two tables where such record
identifications are associated with at least one common sig-
nature. In one implementation, the equi-join operation 412
also combines the other fields from the records in the first and
second datasets as identified by the record identifications
joined together.

A similarity computation operation 414 computes similar-
ity measures for the pairs of records identified by the record
identifications joined together by the equi-join operation 412.
For example, the similarity computation operation 414 uses
similarity between various fields of the joined records from
the first and the second dataset to assign a numeric value
between 0 and 1 to the join, with a value of 1 signifying high
level of similarity between the joined records and a value
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representing a low level of similarity between the joined
records. In one implementation, the similarity computation
operation 414 is also executed within a runtime layer of a
database system. Subsequently, a creation operation 416 cre-
ates fuzzy joins between the joined records by assigning the
similarity measure to the join. Such fuzzy join can be used in
the subsequent operations, such as merging of the datasets,
searching one dataset for an entity within the second dataset,
etc.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example data sources and flows for a
database system 500 using fuzzy join modules to create fuzzy
joins between datasets. The database system 500 includes a
database server 502 that provides querying facility for que-
rying the datasets. Such datasets are stored in the data module
504 of the database server 502. Various indices generated on
the datasets are stored within an indexer 506. The database
server 502 provides runtime layer 510 that allows various
user-defined functions to access the data module 504 and the
indexer 506. The database system 500 uses various fuzzy
joins modules 512 that are implemented within the runtime
layer 510 to generate fuzzy joins between two datasets.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example system that may be useful in
implementing the described technology. The example hard-
ware and operating environment of FIG. 6 for implementing
the described technology includes a computing device, such
as general purpose computing device in the form of a gaming
console or computer 20, a mobile telephone, a personal data
assistant (PDA), a set top box, or other type of computing
device. In the implementation of FIG. 6, for example, the
computer 20 includes a processing unit 21, a system memory
22, and a system bus 23 that operatively couples various
system components including the system memory to the pro-
cessing unit 21. There may be only one or there may be more
than one processing unit 21, such that the processor of com-
puter 20 comprises a single central-processing unit (CPU), or
a plurality of processing units, commonly referred to as a
parallel processing environment. The computer 20 may be a
conventional computer, a distributed computer, or any other
type of computer; the invention is not so limited.

The system bus 23 may be any of several types of bus
structures including a memory bus or memory controller, a
peripheral bus, a switched fabric, point-to-point connections,
and a local bus using any of a variety of bus architectures. The
system memory may also be referred to as simply the
memory, and includes read only memory (ROM) 24 and
random access memory (RAM) 25. A basic input/output sys-
tem (BIOS) 26, containing the basic routines that help to
transfer information between elements within the computer
20, such as during start-up, is stored in ROM 24. The com-
puter 20 further includes a hard disk drive 27 for reading from
and writing to a hard disk, not shown, a magnetic disk drive 28
for reading from or writing to a removable magnetic disk 29,
and an optical disk drive 30 for reading from or writing to a
removable optical disk 31 such as a CD ROM, DVD, or other
optical media.

The hard disk drive 27, magnetic disk drive 28, and optical
disk drive 30 are connected to the system bus 23 by a hard disk
drive interface 32, a magnetic disk drive interface 33, and an
optical disk drive interface 34, respectively. The drives and
their associated computer-readable media provide nonvola-
tile storage of computer-readable instructions, data struc-
tures, program modules and other data for the computer 20. It
should be appreciated by those skilled in the art that any type
of computer-readable media which can store data that is
accessible by a computer, such as magnetic cassettes, flash
memory cards, digital video disks, random access memories
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10
(RAMs), read only memories (ROMs), and the like, may be
used in the example operating environment.

A number of program modules may be stored on the hard
disk, magnetic disk 29, optical disk 31, ROM 24, or RAM 25,
including an operating system 35, one or more application
programs 36, other program modules 37, and program data
38. A user may enter commands and information into the
personal computer 20 through input devices such as a key-
board 40 and pointing device 42. Other input devices (not
shown) may include a microphone, joystick, game pad, sat-
ellite dish, scanner, or the like. These and other input devices
are often connected to the processing unit 21 through a serial
port interface 46 that is coupled to the system bus, but may be
connected by other interfaces, such as a parallel port, game
port, or a universal serial bus (USB). A monitor 47 or other
type of display device is also connected to the system bus 23
via an interface, such as a video adapter 48. In addition to the
monitor, computers typically include other peripheral output
devices (not shown), such as speakers and printers.

The computer 20 may operate in a networked environment
using logical connections to one or more remote computers,
such as remote computer 49. These logical connections are
achieved by a communication device coupled to or a part of
the computer 20; the invention is not limited to a particular
type of communications device. The remote computer 49
may be another computer, a server, a router, a network PC, a
client, a peer device or other common network node, and
typically includes many or all of the elements described
above relative to the computer 20, although only a memory
storage device 50 has been illustrated in FIG. 6. The logical
connections depicted in FIG. 6 include a local-area network
(LAN) 51 and a wide-area network (WAN) 52. Such network-
ing environments are commonplace in office networks, enter-
prise-wide computer networks, intranets and the Internet,
which are all types of networks.

When used in a LAN-networking environment, the com-
puter 20 is connected to the local network 51 through a
network interface or adapter 53, which is one type of com-
munications device. When used in a WAN-networking envi-
ronment, the computer 20 typically includes a modem 54, a
network adapter, a type of communications device, or any
other type of communications device for establishing com-
munications over the wide area network 52. The modem 54,
which may be internal or external, is connected to the system
bus 23 via the serial port interface 46. In a networked envi-
ronment, program engines depicted relative to the personal
computer 20, or portions thereof, may be stored in the remote
memory storage device. It is appreciated that the network
connections shown are example and other means of and com-
munications devices for establishing a communications link
between the computers may be used.

In an example implementation, an integrated fuzzy joins
system, various applications, and other engines and services
may be embodied by instructions stored in memory 22 and/or
storage devices 29 or 31 and processed by the processing unit
21. Datasets, query modules, indices, and other data used by
the integrated fuzzy joins system may be stored in memory 22
and/or storage devices 29 or 31 as persistent datastores. Fur-
ther, an integrated fuzzy joins system represents hardware
and/or software configured to provide service functionality
for network-connected systems. Such services may be imple-
mented using a general purpose computer and specialized
software (such as a server executing service software), a
special purpose computing system and specialized software
(such as a mobile device or network appliance executing
service software), or other computing configurations.
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The embodiments of the invention described herein are
implemented as logical steps in one or more computer sys-
tems. The logical operations of the present invention are
implemented (1) as a sequence of processor-implemented
steps executing in one or more computer systems and (2) as
interconnected machine or circuit engines within one or more
computer systems. The implementation is a matter of choice,
dependent on the performance requirements of the computer
system implementing the invention. Accordingly, the logical
operations making up the embodiments of the invention
described herein are referred to variously as operations, steps,
objects, or engines. Furthermore, it should be understood that
logical operations may be performed in any order, unless
explicitly claimed otherwise or a specific order is inherently
necessitated by the claim language.

The above specification, examples, and data provide a
complete description of the structure and use of exemplary
embodiments of the invention. Since many embodiments of
the invention can be made without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention, the invention resides in the claims
hereinafter appended. Furthermore, structural features of the
different embodiments may be combined in another embodi-
ment without departing from the recited claims.

What is claimed:

1. A method comprising:

tokenizing a plurality of records of different datasets into

tokens;

determining transforms for each token of the tokenized

records;

executing a signature generation query within a runtime

layer of a database system, the signature generation
query generating signatures for the tokenized records
using the transforms;

building signature tables with the generated signatures;

identifying two signature tables with at least one common

signature, wherein the two signature tables are related to
two of the records with different datasets;

equi-joining the two signature tables based on their at least

one common signature, wherein the equi-joining com-
prises joining record identifications from the two signa-
ture tables to create two equi-joined records;
executing a similarity computation query within the runt-
ime layer of the database system to compute a similarity
measure between the two equi-joined records;

invoking an object manager by submission of a user-de-
fined function, execution of the user-defined function
calling the signature generation query from within the
runtime layer of the database system, wherein the object
manager maintains persistence of an object storing the
tokens for each record and the associated transforms
between the signature generation query and the similar-
ity computation query in the database system; and

creating a fuzzy join between the two equi-joined records
by assigning the similarity measure to the join when the
similarity measure is above a threshold.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising sending a
request for the object from the user-defined function to the
object manager.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising returning a
handle of the object from the object manager to the user-
defined function.

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

using the fuzzy join to merge datasets corresponding to the

two equi-joined records.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

5. A device comprising:

a processor; and

executable instructions operable by the processor, the

executable instructions comprising a method for gener-
ating fuzzy loins between records, the method compris-
ing:

tokenizing two records of different datasets into tokens;

determining transforms for each token of the tokenized

records;

generating signatures for the two tokenized records using

the transforms;
executing a user-defined function to perform matching of
signatures within the runtime layer of a database system;

invoking an object manager by submission of the user-
defined function, the object manager maintaining per-
sistence of an object storing the tokens for each record
and the associated transforms between a signature gen-
eration query and a similarity computation query;

building signature tables with the generated signatures;

identifying two signature tables with at least one common
signature, wherein the two signature tables are related to
the two records with different datasets;

equi-joining the two signature tables based on their at least

one common signature, wherein the equi-joining com-
prises joining record identifications from the two signa-
ture tables and combining other fields from the records
in the two different datasets as identified by the joined
record identifications;

computing a similarity measure between the two records

corresponding to the two signature tables; and

creating a fuzzy join between the two records with the at

least one common signature when the similarity mea-
sure is above a threshold.

6. The device of claim 5 wherein the method further com-
prises sending a request for the object from the user-defined
function to the object manager.

7. The device of claim 6 wherein the method further com-
prises returning a handle of the object from the object man-
ager to the user-defined function.

8. The device of claim 5, wherein the method further com-
prises using the fuzzy join to merge datasets corresponding to
the two equi-joined records.

9. The device of claim 5, wherein the method further com-
prises:

executing the user-defined function within the runtime

layer of the database system to perform a signature gen-
eration query for generating signatures for the two
records of the two corresponding datasets within the
database system.

10. The device of claim 5, wherein the method further
comprises:

executing the user-defined function within the runtime

layer of the database system to perform a similarity
computation query for computing the similarity mea-
sure for the two records of the two corresponding
datasets.

11. The device of claim 5, wherein the method further
comprises:

executing the user-defined function within the runtime

layer of the database system to compute the similarity
measure for the two records of the two corresponding
datasets, wherein the two datasets have at least one sig-
nature in common if the similarity measure is above a
threshold.

12. The device of claim 5 wherein the method further
comprises:
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using the fuzzy join in a subsequent operation to search one
dataset for an entity within a second dataset.

13. The device of claim 5, wherein determining transforms

for each tokens of the tokenized records comprises:
determining transforms using user-defined string transfor-
mations.

14. The device of claim 5, wherein execution of the user-
defined function generates cumulative algebraic signatures
for records using an n-gram sampling.

15. The device of claim 5, wherein the user-defined func-
tion is a table-valued function that generates a table of integer
signatures for each of the tokenized records.

16. The device of claim 5 wherein the method further
comprises:

building a fuzzy index with a schema of a signature and a
record identification for each of the two records.

17. A system, comprising:

a memory storing a plurality of records;

a tokenizer configured to tokenize each of the plurality of
records of a first dataset and a second dataset into one or
more tokens;

a transformer configured to find transforms for each of the
one or more tokens;

a signature generator configured to run within a runtime
layer of a database system to generate signatures for the
plurality of records based on the one or more tokens and
the transforms and to build signature tables with the
generated signatures;

a fuzzy index generator configured to build a fuzzy index
for the first dataset and the second dataset with the cor-
responding signature and record identifier;
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an identifier to identify two signature tables with at least
one common signature;

a similarity calculator configured to run within the runtime
layer of the database system to generate a measure of
similarity between one of the plurality of records in the
first dataset and one of the plurality of records in the
second dataset, wherein the signature generator is fur-
ther configured to invoke an object manager configured
to maintain persistence of an object storing the tokens
for each record and the associated transforms between a
signature generation query performed by the signature
generator and a similarity computation query performed
by the similarity calculator; and

a joiner configured to equi-join the two signature tables
based on their at least one common signature and to
create a fuzzy join between equi-joined records by
assigning the similarity measure to the join, wherein the
equi-joining comprises joining record identifications
from the two signature tables and combining other fields
from the records in the first dataset and the second
dataset as identified by the joined record identifications.

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the transformer deter-
mines transforms for the tokens using user-defined string
transformations.

19. The system of claim 17, wherein the fuzzy join is used
to merge datasets corresponding to the two equi-joined
records.

20. The system of claim 17, wherein the fuzzy join is used
in a subsequent operation to search one dataset for an entity
within a second dataset.
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